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English Assessment Exam 
The University of Northern Iowa is now offering a free English test through the Culture and 
Intensive English Program (CIEP). Below you will find more information about this test. 
 
In CIEP, listening, speaking, and note-taking skills are taught together in one class: Listening & 
Speaking. Listening & Speaking classes are levels 1-7. You will be placed in CIEP Listening & 
Speaking classes based on your speaking score. 

 
Oral Interview Test 
 

Description:  
One student will interview with two CIEP instructors on Zoom, an online videoconferencing 
website. All students will be scheduled a time to interview individually. Immediately before 
your interview, you will be sent a link to access the Zoom meeting. You will talk with the 
instructors for about 10 minutes, during which you will answer some general information 
questions about yourself and your experiences. 
 
Below are some practice questions to help you prepare for the interview test.  
 

General Topics: 
- Your interests and hobbies 
- Your past and current education  
- Your future career and future goals 
- Your hometown or current location 
- Current events in your country 
- Your current activities 

 

Practice Questions: 
1. Tell me about your favorite TV show. Why do you like it?  
2. What is your hometown like? Is it the same or different from your current city?  
3. Tell me about your family. What do you do together?  
4. What job do you want in the future? Where will you work?  
5. What will you do tomorrow? 
6. What did you do yesterday?  
7. When did you start to study English?  
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What level will I get?  
You will be evaluated based on your speaking responses. Below are descriptions for each level 
of placement. 

Level 4 
- The student understands simple conversations about every day topics and social 

needs 
- The student can describe some limited uncomplicated social situations, such as 

personal preferences, physical and social needs 
- Pronunciation is sometimes correct and generally understood by the examiner. 

Level 5 
- The student understands most general conversations, such as personal 

information, social needs, and everyday conversation. 
- The student can handle social needs more fluently (than level 4); express 

quantities, retells situations and concepts at paragraph length. 
- Pronunciation is usually correct and understood by the examiner. 

Level 6 
- The student understands most speech and conversation on academic and 

general topics.  
- The student can converse with ease and confidence about personal interests, 

but converse haltingly when dealing with work or academics; can retell and 
describe situations and concepts. 

- Pronunciation is almost always correct and understood by the examiner. 

Level 7 
- The student understands most conversation of social and academic nature. 
- The student can converse with ease and confidence in many time frames at 

paragraph length, and participate actively in formal and informal discussion 
about everyday topics and career or academic interests. 

- Pronunciation is always correct and understood by the examiner. 

Out of CIEP 
- The student understands all conversation of social and academic topics, 

inferences, and nonverbal behaviors. 
- The student can converse with ease and fluency in all major time frames on 

personal and academic contexts; good control of aspect; make statements and 
support statements 

- Pronunciation is always correct and understood by the examiner.  

 

How can I prepare for the interview?  
 Review academic vocabulary for your major, so you can talk more about it.  

 Review vocabulary to describe general topics, such as family, weather, and cities. 

 Practice giving answers with long responses, such as a whole sentence or paragraph. 
Prepare to give many reasons and details.  

 Practice your answers with correct verb tenses, especially simple past and present 
perfect. 


